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Meet Pearl Planning
• Founded in 2018 by Melissa Joy
• 170 Families; $120 million in assets under management
• Locations in Dexter and Grosse Pointe; coming soon – Birmingham and Charlevoix
• Five female financial advisors including three CFP’s, three CDFA’s and a CPA

Meet Melissa Joy, CFP®, CDFA®
• CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and Certified Divorce Financial Analyst
• Began career in financial services in 1998
• Investopedia Top 100 Top Financial Advisors of 2021 & 2020; 2020 Crain’s Detroit Notable 

Women in Finance
• Current board member of Build Institute and Dexter Community Fund
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AGENDA

• What is financial planning?

• Money Mindset

• Actions for Success

• How to Get Things Done



©2022 Pearl Planning All Rights Reserved pearlplan.com



©2022 Pearl Planning All Rights Reserved pearlplan.com

Money Mindset

1. Earliest money memories

2. Your best financial decision

3. For me, talking about money is most difficult 
when…

Go to Slido.com and enter #155839
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72% of Americans have felt financial stress recently 
(American Psychological Association’s 2021 Stress in 
America survey)

8 in 10 women will end up alone and solely 
responsible for their financial well-being (UBS Own 
Your Worth – 2018)

34% of cohabiting couples (married or not), one or 
both partners couldn’t correctly identify how much 
money the other makes, and 36% are unaware of 
the amount they have invested (Fidelity survey 2018)

57% say they purposely avoid talking about personal 
finances (eMoney 2019 survey)
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• Not just money – life goals with ties to financial 
resources

• SMART Goals

• Start with basics and build from there.
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Cash Flow & 
Budget

• Budget

• Co-manage financial decisions with your partner

• Emergency Reserves

• Manage debt

• Net Worth
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Source: https://www.thebalance.com/the-difference-between-stocks-and-bonds-417069
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Source – J.P. Morgan Asset Management. “Guide to the Markets” U.S. Data are as of 12/31/2021 Data Source - Bloomberg, FactSet, MSCI, NAREIT, Russell, Standard & Poor’s, J.P. Morgan Asset Management.  Large cap: S&P 500, Small cap: Russell 2000, EM Equity: MSCI EME, DM Equity: MSCI EAFE, Comdty: Bloomberg Commodity 
Index, High Yield: Bloomberg Global HY Index, Fixed Income: Bloomberg US Aggregate, REITs: NAREIT Equity REIT Index, Cash: Bloomberg 1-3m Treasury.  The “Asset Allocation” portfolio assumes the following weights: 25% in the S&P 500, 10% in the Russell 2000, 15% in the MSCI EAFE, 5% in the MSCI EME, 25% in the Bloomberg US 
Aggregate, 5% in the Bloomberg 1-3m Treasury, 5% in the Bloomberg Global High Yield Index, 5% in the Bloomberg Commodity Index, and 5% in the NAREIT Equity REIT Index.  Balanced portfolio assumes annual rebalancing.  Annualized (Ann.) return and volatility (VOL.) represents period of 12/31/06 – 12/31/21..  All data represents 
total return for stated period.  Past performance is not indicative of future returns.  
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Take Note:
• Get started 
• DIY vs. using professionals
• What to do AFTER you max out 

retirement accounts
• Stock compensation
• Rebalance
• Tax-aware
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Early Stage: Initiation
• Initiate good savings strategies
• Get financial house in order

Mid-Stage: Accumulation
• Maximize savings as income grows
• Balance competing financial demands

Late-Stage: Nearing 
Retirement
• Plan withdrawal for early retirement 

years
• Focus on expenses & income needs
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Taxes
• Adjust with 

complexity
• Plan ahead for 

changes
• Think about taxes 

over time



©2022 Pearl Planning All Rights Reserved pearlplan.com

Estate Planning & 
Charitable Giving
• Physician heal thyself
• Review and refresh 

documents when 
appropriate

• Adjust charitable 
strategies due to recent 
tax changes
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Insurance
• Life insurance
• Disability
• Home & Auto
• Umbrella
• Long Term Care
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Investment Best Practices:
• Have a process & stick with it
• Rebalance, follow discipline for withdrawals
• Accelerate investments, Roth conversions, tax-loss 

harvesting
• Take your temperature on emotions and focus on what 

you can control
• Don’t overcorrect based on predictions

Financial Planning Best Practices:
• Get a financial plan and update annually
• Cross things off your to-do list 

estate planning, insurance, college savings, etc.
• Work to improve your circumstances incrementally over 

time



DISCLOSURES
Investment advisory services offered by Pearl Planning, a DBA of Stephens Consulting LLC., an SEC registered investment adviser.
Please remember that past performance may not be indicative of future results. Different types of investments involve varying degrees
of risk, and there can be no assurance that the future performance of any specific investment, investment strategy, or product
(including the investments and/or investment strategies recommended or undertaken by Pearl Planning, or any non-investment related
content, made reference to directly or indirectly in this presentation will be profitable, equal any corresponding indicated historical
performance level(s), be suitable for your portfolio or individual situation, or prove successful. Due to various factors, including
changing market conditions and/or applicable laws, the content may no longer be reflective of current opinions or positions. Moreover,
you should not assume that any discussion or information contained in this newsletter serves as the receipt of, or as a substitute for,
personalized investment advice from Pearl Planning. To the extent that a reader has any questions regarding the applicability of any
specific issue discussed above to his/her individual situation, he/she is encouraged to consult with the professional advisor of his/her
choosing. Pearl Planning is neither a law firm, nor a certified public accounting firm, and no portion of the newsletter content should be
construed as legal or accounting advice. A copy of Pearl Planning's current written disclosure Brochure discussing our advisory services
and fees is available upon request or at www.pearlplan.com. Please Note: If you are a Pearl Planning client, please remember to
contact Pearl Planning, in writing, if there are any changes in your personal/financial situation or investment objectives for the purpose
of reviewing/evaluating/revising our previous recommendations and/or services, or if you would like to impose, add, or to modify any
reasonable restrictions to our investment advisory services. Pearl Planning shall continue to rely on the accuracy of information that
you have provided. Please Note: IF you are a Pearl Planning client, Please advise us if you have not been receiving account statements
(at least quarterly) from the account custodian.
Historical performance results for investment indices, benchmarks, and/or categories have been provided for general informational/comparison purposes only, 
and generally do not reflect the deduction of transaction and/or custodial charges, the deduction of an investment management fee, nor the impact of taxes, the 
incurrence of which would have the effect of decreasing historical performance results. It should not be assumed that your Pearl Planning account holdings 
correspond directly to any comparative indices or categories. Please Also Note: (1) performance results do not reflect the impact of taxes; (2) comparative 
benchmarks/indices may be more or less volatile than your Ironwood accounts; and, (3) a description of each comparative benchmark/index is available upon 
request.
Statements contained in this presentation that are not historical facts are based on current expectations, estimates, projections, opinions, and/or beliefs of PP . 
Such statements involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors, and undue reliance should not be placed thereon. Certain information 
contained in this presentation constitutes “forward-looking statements,” which can be identified by the use of forward-looking terminology such as “may,” “will,” 
“should,” “seek,” “expect,” “anticipate,” “forecast,” “project,” “estimate,” “intend,” “continue,” “target,” or “believe” or the negatives thereof or other variations 
thereon or comparable terminology.
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QUESTIONS?



©2022 Pearl Planning All Rights Reserved pearlplan.com

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

@MelissaJoyCFP /PearlPlanningWealth @PearlPlanningFinancial



©2022 Pearl Planning All Rights Reserved pearlplan.com

CONTACT INFORMATION

Dexter, MI Grosse Pointe, MI

734.274.6744
Phone

313.806.1792
Phone

8031 Main Street, Suite 302 

Dexter, MI 48130

Office Address

81 Kercheval Avenue, Suite 202 

Grosse Pointe, MI 48236

Office Address

melissa@pearlplan.com

melissa.fradenburg@pearlplan.com

alexa@pearlplan.com

hannah@pearlplan.com

jacki@pearlplan.com

Email


